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Questions to be addressed

ÂHow are forest ownership patterns 

changing?

ÂWhat are some of the implications for the 

forestry community?



Changing ownership patterns

ÂPublic lands increasing

ÂForest industry decreasing

ÂFamily forests:

Â Smaller holdings

ÂMore absentee owners

Â Increased importance of amenity values

ÂMore ñenvironmentalò concerns



National Woodland Owner Survey

To better understand:

Â Who the landowners are

Â Why they own land

Â How they have used it

Â How they intend to use it

Conducted by the U.S. Forest 

Service, Forest Inventory and 

Analysis program



National Woodland Owner Survey

Â Self-administered 

questionnaires

Â Since 2002, approx. 

6,000 landowners 

contacted per year

Â Response rate: 51%

Â Total number of 

responses: 14,919



National Woodland Owner Survey

Coming in 2008:

Â General Technical 

Report

Â On-line data access tool

Â Survey assessment and 

redesign




