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Conclusions

ÅFamily forest owners rule!

ÅSize matters

ÅBeauty, legacy, and privacy

ÅTo manage or not to manage?

ÅThey are a bunch of old guys

ÅFamily forest owners donôt own forests

ÅSurround sound communications



Pop Quiz
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Who is this?

A. William McKinley

B. Teddy Roosevelt

C. Eleanor Roosevelt

D. Smokey Bear
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Who is this?

A. Walt Whitman

B. Henry David 

Thoreau

C. John Muir

D. Teddy Roosevelt
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Who is this?

A. The first chief of the 

U.S. Forest Service

B. Gifford Pinchot

C. The former governor 

of Pennsylvania

D. All of the above
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Who is this?

A. John W. Weeks

B. John E. Weeks

C. John W. Weeks

D. Edgar Weeks
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What do these people have in common?

Catalysts of Forest Conservation
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The Three Stages of Conservation

1.Individual

2.Federal

3.Private



Pop Quiz



11

According to 1,000 likely voters: who 

owns most of the forests in the U.S.?

A. U.S. Government

B. Forest industry

C. Family forest owners
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Forest Ownership

United States, 2006
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Private Forest Ownership Trends

United States
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Size of Private Forest Holdings

United States
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Forest Conservation: The Next Phase



Who are the 

family forest 

owners?
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National Woodland Owner Survey

To better understand:

ÅWho the landowners are

ÅWhy they own land

ÅHow they have used it

ÅHow they intend to use it

Conducted by the U.S. Forest 

Service, Forest Inventory and 

Analysis program



Size Matters
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Size of Family Forest Holdings

United States, 2006
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Size Matters

0.00

0.10

0.20

0.30

0.40

0.50

0.60

0.70

0.80

0.90

1.00

0 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000

Size of forest holdings (acres)

P
ro

p
o
rt

io
n
 o

f 
fa

m
ily

 f
o
re

s
t 

la
n
d

Management plan

Management advice

Commercial harvest



Beauty, Legacy, 

and Privacy
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Family Forest Ownership Objectives

United States, 2006
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Family Forest Ownership Objectives

United States, 2006
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To Manage or 

Not to Manage ï

That is the 

Question
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ÅTimber harvesting

58% of family forestland

ÅForest management plan

18% of family forestland

ÅManagement advice

37% of family forestland

Management of Family Forests

United States, 2006



They are a 

bunch of 

old guys
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Age: 44% 65 or older

Occupation: 52% retired

Gender: 78% male

Race: 96% white

Education: 41% college degree

Income: 27% $100,000 or greater

Demographics of Family Forest Owners

United States, 2006
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Plans for Family Forest Land

United States, 2006
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Concerns

United States, 2006

1. Family legacy 

2. Insects and plant diseases

3. Fire

4. Trespassing

5. Property taxes


