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Map Description
This map depicts the spatial distribution of ownership types across forest land in the conterminous United States circa 
2009. The distribution is derived, in part, from Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) data that are collected at a sample 
intensity of approximately one plot per 2400 ha across the United States (U.S. Forest Service 2012). Ownership 
categories were mapped to the landscape using Thiessen polygons, and a forest/nonforest mask was applied to limit 
ownership portrayal to forested areas (Butler et al. 2014). Inset maps (below) depict states by the percentage of forest 
land held by owner type indicated. States that appear darker do not necessarily have more forested land of a particular 
type than other states, but rather have a greater percentage of their forested land in a given ownership type.

Forest Service Northern 
Research Station

Research Map
NRS-6

Publication Date 
August 2014

United States Department of Agriculture

Distribution of Six 
Forest Ownership Types 
in the Conterminous 
United States
Jaketon H. Hewes, Brett J. Butler, Greg C. Liknes, Mark D. Nelson, 
and Stephanie A. Snyder

*Family includes individuals, families, trusts, estates, 
and family partnerships.

**Other private includes conservation and natural 
resource organizations, unincorporated partnerships 
and associations, and Native American tribal lands.

**Other private includes conservation and natural 
resource organizations, unincorporated partnerships 
and associations, and Native American tribal lands.

Public Forest
Federal State Local

Percent of Forested Land by Ownership Type

Private Forest
Family*  Corporate Other private**

Scale and legend apply to all six ownership type maps.

<1% 1-4% 5-9% 10-19% 20-39% 40-59% 60-79% ≥80%

0 500 1,000 Miles

Suggested Citation
Hewes, Jaketon H.; Butler, Brett J.; Liknes, Greg C.; Nelson, Mark D.; Snyder, Stephanie A. 2014. Map of distribution 
of six forest ownership types in the conterminous United States. [Scale 1: 10,000,000, 1: 34,000,000.] Res. Map NRS-6. 
Newtown Square, PA: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Northern Research Station.

Data Sources
Forest land was identified using a forest probability dataset (Wilson et al. 2012). Public and private ownership types 
were derived from FIA plot data, with federal and state land ownership supplemented with data from the Protected Areas 
Database of the United States (CBI 2012). Political boundaries and basemap layers are from Environmental Systems 
Research Institute (ESRI; Redlands, CA) data and maps. The dataset used to create this map is available for download  
(Hewes et al. 2014).
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Map Description
This map depicts the spatial distribution of ownership types across forest land in the conterminous United States circa 2009. 
The distribution is derived, in part, from Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) data that are collected at a sample intensity of 
approximately one plot per 2400 ha across the United States (U.S. Forest Service 2012). Ownership categories were mapped to 
the landscape using Thiessen polygons, and a forest/nonforest mask was applied to limit ownership portrayal to forested areas 
(Butler et al. 2014). Inset maps depict states by the percentage of forest land held by owner type indicated. States that appear 
darker do not necessarily have more forested land of a particular type than other states, but rather have a greater percentage of 
their forested land in a given ownership type.
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